
Season 10: She Believes

TAPE - Mary Magdalene movie 2018

Peter: You were with him?
Mary: To the end. Peter, as the sun rose, I saw him. He was there,
and he was … all his pain was gone from him.
Peter: A dream?
Mary: It wasn’t a dream. He was there.
Other disciple: Mary, he is gone from us. He is dead.
Mary: He is not gone. Even death cannot hold him.
Peter: Mary, why would he come to you alone?
Mary: Why does that matter?
Peter: It is not right that you come here now to tell us that he has
chosen you over us, to give you some special message.

John Dickson

That’s a clip from the 2018 film ‘Mary Magdalene’, starring Rooney
Mara as Mary, Chiwetel Ejiofor as the Apostle Peter, and, though
we didn’t see him there, Joaquin (Hoakin) Phoenix as Jesus.

You may have picked up that I've rarely watched the films I talk
about in the show.

The film draws, in part, from the Gospel of Mary, a text that was
discovered in the 19th century but composed in the mid to late
second century.

I have read this text!
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In it, Mary Magdalene is presented as the only one to receive
special revelation that was not given to the male apostles.

And the blokes aren’t happy with it.

READING 1

When Mary had said this, she fell silent, since it was to this point
that the Savior had spoken with her.
But Andrew answered and said to the brethren, Say what you wish
to say about what she has said. I at least do not believe that the
Savior said this. For certainly these teachings are strange ideas.
Peter answered and spoke concerning these same things.
He questioned them about the Savior: Did He really speak
privately with a woman and not openly to us? Are we to turn about
and all listen to her? Did He prefer her to us?

The Gospel of Mary, Chapter 9

John Dickson

In this text, Mary passes onto the disciples what Jesus told her.

But they don’t believe–why would Jesus tell a woman things he
didn’t tell them!?

The text has no claim to history …
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But it captures a sentiment many would say is the pervasive
attitude of the Church towards women.
Christianity is misogynistic: it sidelines and silences women.

But, our guest today argues that, far from suppressing women’s
voices and devaluing their lives, the original Gospels–Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John–already highlight the direct testimony of
women.

She insists that the Jesus we see through the eyes of the women
in earlier Gospels is “more beautiful, more historically accurate,
and more valuing of women than anything the Gospel of Mary can
offer.”

I’m John Dickson, and this Undeceptions … live!

THEME

John Dickson

This special episode of Undeceptions is supported by our
Undeceptions Conference major sponsors Selah Travel and
Morling College.

Each episode we explore some aspect of life, faith, history,
philosophy, science, culture, or ethics that’s either much
misunderstood or mostly forgotten. With the help of people who
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know what they’re talking about, we’re trying to ‘undeceive
ourselves’, and let the truth ‘out’.

Our guest today is well known to the live audience here at the
Undeceptions Conference.

But for those listening to the podcast …

Dr Rebecca McLaughlin is the author of the award-winning 2019
book, Confronting Christianity, arguably the best all-round defence
of the Christian faith in the last 10 years.

It was also the topic of our episode with Rebecca - episode 18.

Rebecca holds a doctorate in English literature from Cambridge
University, where she explored ‘Prisons in Shakespeare’. I’m going
to ask her about that!!

Few match the beauty and clarity of her thought on issues as
diverse as racism, science, violence, and heaven and hell.

She has written several books since Confronting Christianity,
including Secular Creed and a new one, Jesus Through the Eyes
of Women.

Let’s welcome to the stage, Rebecca McLaughlin.
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You open your book with the Gospel of Mary - Why? And what do
you think is going on in that second-century text?

Rebecca McLaughlin

I mean, honestly, I would call it the so called Gospel of Mary, partly
because the document itself doesn't call itself the Gospel of Mary,
it's what people have put onto it subsequently.

And there's been a narrative that's been popularized in the last
couple of decades, suggesting that the four biblical Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John Gospels.

that might give us a more real view of who Jesus is, and in
particular, a more sort of feminist view of who Jesus is. And I
began the book by looking at this so called Gospel of Mary, which,
again, from a distance could look to us like, oh, well, this is
privileging Mary's voice, where, you know, the gospel names that
we have in our Bibles are all named after men to us today.

So, so perhaps, There's been this sort of switching around that's
happened. But actually as you, as you look carefully at each of the
gospels of Matthew, mark, Luke, and John, you could actually call
them the Gospels of the Marys, Mary was the, the most common
name among Jewish women of Jesus' time and place.

This, which is why there are so many Marys in the Gospels, just as
actually Simon is the most common man's name, which is why you
have so many, so many Simons going around and at multiple
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points in the gospels, in our Bibles, the gospel authors are
depending on the testimony. I want to get

John Dickson

How would you sum up the place of women in ancient society?

Rebecca McLaughlin

I think it's always hard to make sort of sweeping generalizations
about any culture and it's always going to be a little intellectually
lazy when we over generalize. But many of our modern
assumptions about equality between men and women were not
assumptions that were being made in the ancient world into which
Christianity was born.

In fact, women were often seen as, as inferior to men in various
ways, and particularly when it came to religious matters, women
were seen as, as gullible and over emotional and prone to, to
believing things. Which is an interesting context to have as, as we
look at what the gospels say. And women weren't seen as, um,
you know, equal to men in a whole range of ways.

Many, many of our understandings of women's, um, rights and,
and women's, um, places in society, um, the, the right of women,
for instance, to, um, have an equivalent education to men. Um, the
idea of, of consent when it comes to sexual relationships. Many of
these things were, were not seen as norms in the ancient world.
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And one of the ways in which this comes through sort of strikingly
is in the fact that it was considered morally not problematic to
abandon infants. If you didn't want the baby who had been born,
you could abandon them. Um, and there's a fascinating letter from
a Roman soldier in the first century writing to his wife, who's
pregnant, and he casually makes the remark, you know, if the
baby's born, it's a boy, then keep the baby if it's a girl, then get rid
of her. Yeah. It sort of says something about it.

John Dickson

We have some additional texts we’re going to hear from now.

READING

“Woman is more compassionate than man, more easily moved to
tears, at the same time is more jealous, more querulous, more apt
to scold and to strike. She is, furthermore, more prone to
despondency and less hopeful than the man, more void of shame
or self-respect, more false of speech, more deceptive, and of more
retentive memory” - Aristotle, History of Animals, 4th century
BC.

But let not a single witness be credited, but three, or two at the
least, and those such whose testimony is confirmed by their good
lives. But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account
of the levity and boldness of their sex 1

- Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, book 4, first
century

John Dickson
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Women are there right at the beginning of the account of Jesus in
the original Gospels.

The most obvious is Mary - not Mary Magdalene - Mary the mother
of Jesus. Tell us about this young woman, and what do we learn
from her about Jesus?

Rebecca McLaughlin

Yeah, Mary, the mother of Jesus, not to be confused with all the
other Marys we're going to have to talk about. I call my son Luke
because Luke's gospel is one of my favorite gospels. And, uh,
John is kind of the other, but Luke's a better name than John, no
offence to all the John's out there!

And if you read through Luke's gospel, you'll find, interestingly,
men and women are often kind of paralleled, and sometimes
contrasted, and when they are, the woman always comes out
looking better. At the beginning of Luke's gospel, we meet a man,
a priest, Jewish priest, Zechariah. And he has an amazing
encounter.

with an angel sent by God, and he encounters this angel in exactly
where you would expect to encounter an angel, which is in the
temple. He's a priest and sort of guy you would expect to be
encountering an angel. And the angel is telling Zechariah that he's
going to, he and his wife Elizabeth, are going to have a son who's
going to go on to John the Baptist, a sort of great prophet sent to
pave the way for, for Jesus.
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Uh, and Zechariah sort of questions the angel and, and Gabriel
says, listen, buddy, not quite buddy but essentially, um, I am
Gabriel, I stand in the presence of God and I was sent with this
message for you, you're not going to be able to speak until this
happens. It's kind of a little bit of a, a wrist slap to our friend
Zechariah.

Then we see the same angel appearing to this most likely teenage
girl, um. Mary in a, comes from a little town, Nazareth, um, and he
speaks to her of, of God's favor towards her and how she is going
to be, become the mother of God's only son. And she has a
question for Gabriel as well, you know, how, how can this be since
I'm a virgin?

And he explains to her that the Holy Spirit is going to come upon
her, the power of the most high is going to overshadow her, and so
the child who she's going to bear is going to be holy, become the
son of God. Now, most likely, whether or not we are followers of
Jesus today, we're all kind of familiar with the idea that Christians
believe that the creator God of all the universe became a human
being, the person of Jesus Christ, whether or not we think that's a
credible claim or not.

We're sort of familiar with that idea, but for a Jewish person of
Jesus's day, it would have been utterly bizarre and frankly
blasphemous. Now stories are told of the Greek and Roman gods,
um, spawning offspring with, with humans. And so there was sort
of idea in, in the broader pagan culture that somebody could be a,
a son of God.
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And in fact, that was a title that kind of could be given to an, an
emperor even. But monotheistic and they believed in a God who
was so utterly transcendent that humans couldn't look on God and
live. And yet, Mary is being told that she is going to give birth to
God's son. It puts her in a very difficult position, actually, because
she's, she's not yet married, we're told that she's betrothed, sort of
formally engaged, um, to this man named Joseph, they're not yet
married.

So, she has the, the problem that she's going to be pregnant and
unmarried, but if she says, oh don't worry, this is the child of God
himself, that's only going to make things worse. You know, she's
only kind of adding blasphemy charges then to her apparent
sexual immorality. But Mary says famously, Behold I am the
handmaid of the Lord, let it be to me as you have said.

And the angel left her. We see this extraordinary faith in this
woman who was, you know, a complete nobody up until that point.
She lived in a backwater of a backwater of the Roman Empire. It
seems like she was sort of from a low, lower income family. When
she and Joseph go to dedicate their baby, they kind of, uh, do the
sacrifice that's for typically for, for poorer people.

And yet she is the person who God chooses to become the
mother of his only son.

John Dickson
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I want us to hear the famous Mary's song, which is her response
to these amazing events. And then I'd love you to unpack what
you think. We learn about Jesus from Mary's own lips.

READING

“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

Mary’s song from the The Gospel of Luke, Chapter 1

John Dickson
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There’s something almost revolutionary in Mary’s Song - the
mighty brought down, the humble lifted up. What is that language
about?

Rebecca McLaughlin

It absolutely is revolutionary. And I love actually the the way that
Luke in his gospel makes time to tell us about this scene which
happens between Mary and Elizabeth, the wife of Zechariah, who
we heard about earlier.

Because Mary, after hearing from the angel Gabriel, goes to visit
Elizabeth, her older relative. And when Elizabeth, who's pregnant
with the infant John the Baptist, hears Mary's greeting, Luke tells
us that she, Elizabeth, is filled with the Holy Spirit. In the Old
Testament, people are sometimes filled with the Holy Spirit, but it's
typically if they are sort of prophets or great kings.

Here's this woman, Elizabeth, being filled with the Holy Spirit and
recognizing who Jesus is, even in utero. You know, she says, who
am I that the mother of my Lord should come to visit me? And it's
at that point then that Mary, who we've only heard a little bit from
up to this point in the narrative, unleashes this extraordinary hymn
of praise, and talks about the, the massive kind of moral revolution
that Jesus is going to bring about in the world, as, as all our
understandings of, of power and privilege get turned upside down
around us.

This son of God who is coming into the world. And again, we might
expect that the son of God would have come into the world to lord
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it over everybody here. And Jesus later goes on to explain that
even he, the son of man, didn't come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many. And we see the seeds of
that beautiful reversal, that topsy turvying of everything that might
have been assumed.

about status and power and privilege. We see that in Mary's
extraordinary prophecy about who Jesus is. When I was first
writing this book and, and looking at um, Elizabeth and Mary and
then um, Anna from the tribe of Asher, who's described by Luke as
a prophetess who they, uh, Mary and Joseph meet when they go
to present Jesus in the temple.

Um, and, and recognizing, oh, So, these three women are actually
being presented to us specifically by Luke as, as prophets, people
who are speaking the truth from God to his people, speaking to us
about Jesus with, with direct revelation from the Lord.

John Dickson

When Jesus grew up and became a public teacher, he chose 12
male apostles. If Jesus loved women, what’s with all the men!?

Rebecca McLaughlin

Yeah, so famously Jesus chooses 12 apostles who are sometimes
in the Gospels called the 12 disciples. But we need to also
recognize that there was a larger group of disciples who, who
traveled around with Jesus.
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Now disciples job. was to, uh, learn from their, their rabbi, to
memorize his, his teachings, to see everything that he did. There's
actually a larger group of disciples who travel around with Jesus,
but these 12 apostles are chosen, and, and they, they quite clearly,
if you, if you're familiar with the Old Testament, there were the 12
tribes of Israel, and God's people sort of being built by these 12
tribes.

When Jesus chooses these 12 Jewish men, it's like he's, he's
signaling the restart of, of God's people. This is the new kind of 12
tribes. Um, but their, their job is not going to be to procreate and to
sort of fill, fill the earth that way, but it's actually going to be having
a specific message to be taking out into the world.

John Dickson

So for the metaphor of the 12 patriarchs of Israel to work, it has to
be men?

Rebecca McLaughlin

Yeah, but, but Luke is, is very clear with us, especially that there
were multiple women who were also disciples of Jesus. Yes.

John Dickson

You make a great case that women were prominent among Jesus’
first followers. Can we do a rapid fire round - give me a little precis
of …

- Mary Magdalene…
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Rebecca McLaughlin

Luke tells us in Luke chapter eight, that Mary Magdalene had
seven demons cast out from her. That's a, that's a rough life right
there, yeah? She'd been a, we actually know very little about her,
aside from where she comes from, Mary from Magdala.

But she said seven demons cast out from her, and she goes on to
become the most famous among Jesus female disciples because
of the pivotal role she plays in witnessing the resurrection.

John Dickson

Joanna.

Rebecca McLaughlin

So, Joanna, um, when Luke introduces us to this, this group of
women who travel around with Jesus in Luke 8, as Mary
Magdalene, um, then there's Joanna, who's described as the wife
of Chooser, Herod's household manager.

Now, honestly, for years, as I'd read through Luke's gospel, I just
sort of, you know, that washed over me. I don't know Joanna, the
wife, I don't know Chooser, right? And then I, I did what I would
commend everybody to do, which is read more Richard Borkham.
Richard Bookham is this brilliant British scholar who does an awful
lot of interesting sort of historical work to help us understand more
about the Gospels.
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And he wrote a book called Gospel Women, where he's looking at
the named women in the Gospels and what we can understand
about them from the information that the Gospel authors give us.
And one of the cases that Richard Bookham makes. in his more
famous book, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, is that when the
gospel authors tell us somebody's name, they're pointing us to
them as potentially as an eyewitness of what happened.

And so, so Luke gives us these, these three, the first were Mary
Magdalene, the second Joanna, the wife of Tuzor, Herod's
household manager. And Richard Baulkham explains that we don't
know whether Tuzor, her husband, was alive or not, but She would
have been part of, of Herod's court, quite a, a high status, rich,
wealthy woman who was traipsing around the countryside with
Jesus and this sort of seeming rabble of disciples.

Because Luke

explicitly says, these women traveled with Jesus.

Yes. So, so we see this woman who, who again, we often have
stories in the Gospels of Jesus, um, connecting with the, the poor
and the marginalized and, and, and the sick. And here we have
this woman who may well have been healed by Jesus. It seems
like a lot of the women had, but, but she actually probably causes
something of a stir when she left the court in order to follow Jesus
around, to become one of his itinerant.

John Dickson
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Mary and Martha of Bethany.

Rebecca McLaughlin

I love Mary and Martha. Oh my goodness. So this is another Mary.
And if your name's Mary, then you'd fit right in with the Gospels.
Um, Mary and Martha of Bethany, we hear about them both from
Luke's Gospel and from John's Gospel. But I'll start with Luke's
Gospel.

And there's a story told of Jesus going to visit their house. And
Martha is, is busy serving. And Mary is sitting at Jesus feet. Now,
that's actually kind of a technical way of positioning yourself as a,
as a disciple. To sit at somebody's feet was kind of like to say that
you were being their disciple. So Mary's sitting at Jesus feet,
presumably along with all the other disciples, Martha's serving,
and Martha comes to Jesus and she says, Lord, can you get my
sister to pull her weight here?

Like, who does she, who does she think she is, sitting at your
feet? She can come and help. And Jesus says to Martha, Martha,
you are troubled about many things. But Mary has chosen the
better portion, and it will not be taken away from her. Now Martha's
concerned about the food that's being served, Mary is concerned
to take the portion, sort of going with the food metaphor, of Jesus
teaching.

as, as the thing that's actually most important. And whereas in that
culture, you know, women would have been expected to do the
work that Martha was doing of serving, Mary is, is absolutely
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validated in her choice to actually prioritize listening to Jesus while
he's there. And I love how then John tells us another story about
these two sisters.

to just tell very briefly of when their brother Lazarus is, is, is very
sick and they call for him and Jesus deliberately waits until
Lazarus is dead before he comes. And then he has one of the
most powerful, memorable, and extraordinary theological
conversations we see recorded in the Gospels with Martha.

When he says to her those famous words, I am the resurrection of
the life. Anyone who believes in me, even though he dies, will live
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this? In John's gospel, there are famously a number of
times when Jesus makes, um, I am statements. He's sort of
channeling the covenant name of God from the Old Testament
scriptures and applying it to himself.

So he'll say things like, I am the good shepherd. I am the way, the
truth, and the life. I am the true vine. And here, whereas in most
other instances, he's talking to a whole group of people when he
makes these declarations. There, he's talking to one grieving
woman and he says to her, I am the resurrection and the life.

And he asks her, do you believe this? So rather than, Martha
doesn't come off as well in Luke's account when she's sort of
chiding her sister. for not helping out, but she gets a, she gets a
second go with Jesus.

***BREAK***

Transcript by rev.com Page 18 of 31



Season 10: She Believes

TAPE - Barbie Trailer

John Dickson

That’s a little bit of the new Barbie movie, Director Mark’s new

favourite film!

Producer Kaley wrote me a little note to thank you all for coming out

here instead of seeing the double header Barbenheimer screening!

In the movie (Producer Kaley tells me), Barbieland is a fantasy world

where women can be anything - doctors, lawyers, physicists, The

President.

The dolls believe they are inspiring equivalent feminine achievement

out there in the “real world”.

The film's director Greta Gerwig has taken a cultural icon and

lovingly subverted it.

Something that used to be viewed as a sexist cliche is now a

champion of feminism.
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This raises a question, Rebecca … Is that all you’re doing? In
trying to help us see Jesus through the eyes of women are you
just trying to subvert - contradict - the Bible’s Ken Doll patriarchy?

Rebecca McLaughlin

As I mentioned, Richard Baulhkam is, I'm sort of like a prophet of
Richard Baulkham. If you guys would just read him instead of me,
that would be fantastic. Um, he's made a very Gospels, Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John are giving us authentic access to eyewitness
testimony. Now, people often think about the Gospels as, um, the
products of oral tradition with the idea that, you know, maybe, um,
somebody saw something or heard something and then they, they
pass it on to somebody else, you pass it on to somebody else, you
pass it on to somebody else, and what we are getting written down
in the Gospels is like the sort of, um, bit like what they call the
telephone game in, in America where you sort of whisper, one kid
whispers to the next kid and then the message gets whispered
around and around and around and then you laugh at how
different the original was from, from what was said at the end.
People often have this idea that that's what the Gospels are like. In
actual fact, the Gospels give us the, the testimony of people who
actually saw what Jesus did and who actually heard what Jesus
said. And in many instances, they're giving us the testimony of
women.

So, what I was doing in the book of looking at Jesus through the
eyes of women, was looking at all the named and unnamed
women in the Gospels that we, we hear about, and thinking how,
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what does Jesus look like through their eyes? This is actually not a
modern project, it's an ancient project, because that is precisely
what the Gospel authors are inviting us to do.

They are very specifically Asking us to listen to the eyewitness
testimony of women and of men.

John Dickson

Okay, let’s drill down.

You point out that the longest recorded conversation in the
Gospels is between Jesus and a woman from Samaria. What’s
going on there?

Rebecca McLaughlin

So when we hear the word Samaritan, um, if we know anything
about the Samaritans, we know that they're good, right? Because
there's a very famous story Jesus told about a good Samaritan. So
that's our, like, trigger word is, like, Samaritan good. For Jews of
Jesus time and place, they would have had precisely the opposite
association.

Samaritan, bad. The Samaritans were the people who the Jews
were raised to hate. And in, in John chapter 4, Jesus leads his
disciples through Samaritan territory, which often Jews would
actually go a long way around to try and avoid Samaritan territory.
Jesus leads them right in there, and then he sits down by a well in
the middle of the day while his disciples go off and get some food,
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and he initiates a conversation with a Samaritan woman who's
come to draw water.

He says, you know, can you, can you give me something to drink?
And she says, wait a minute, why are you, a Jewish man, asking
me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink? Jesus is breaking so many
barriers here because not only is he initiating this conversation
with a woman, um, but Jesus shouldn't have been, like, sharing
utensils and things with, with Gentiles.

Um, and as this, the conversation progresses, we find more and
more that this woman is the last person a respectable Jewish rabbi
should have been. having a chit chat with. Now, Jesus shouldn't
have been seen dead with this woman, and yet in the course of
their conversation he offers her living water. And she, it turns out,
you know, she was surprised to meet Jesus, but he evidently
wasn't surprised to meet her, because at one point in the
conversation he says to her, um, go and call your husband.

And as a modern reader, you know, I think, oh, of course, this, you
know, ancient guy, uh, doesn't really want to talk to this woman, he
just wants to talk to her husband. Um, and then Jesus explains
that he knows that this woman has had five husbands and the
man that she is now living with is not her husband.

There's various sort of explanations as to why this might have
been the case. It's not necessarily the case that she has sort of
leapt from man to man. Perhaps she'd been widowed multiple
times or whatever it is. But, but certainly now, she's living with a
man who's, who's not her husband, she's a Samaritan woman.
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There are all sorts of sort of, um, shame associations for her at
this point. And as their conversation progresses, you think, well,
gosh, you know, Jesus is, is having this lengthy kind of theological
discussion with this woman. And at the end she says, well, I know
that when Messiah comes, he who is called the Christ, he will
teach us everything.

And Jesus says to her. I am the one speaking to you. Now, as I
mentioned before, in John's gospel there are many, um, famous,
sort of, I am statements that Jesus makes, channeling the, the
covenant name of God from the Old Testament. I actually think this
is one of those as well. Jesus is saying, I am the one speaking to
you.

Now, now it's not usually included in, in the list of Jesus I am
statements because he, it's not, um, making sound like massive
metaphorical claim, like I am the Good Shepherd, channeling, um,
uh, a massive metaphor from the Old Testament scriptures. But if
you look at it carefully, when Jesus says, I am the one speaking to
you, I think it's reasonable for us to conclude that part of Jesus's
identity is that he is God made flesh who bothers to spend his time
with a woman that most other people wouldn't want anything to do
with.

It is part of, of his revealed identity that he actually pursued that
Samaritan woman then and pursues the, the least validated
people today, the most marginalized, the least religiously
respectable today. He is the one who wants to speak with you.
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John Dickson

And here’s another woman that Jesus interacts with.

READING

And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for
twelve years, and who had suffered much under many physicians,
and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew
worse. She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up
behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. For she said, “If
I touch even his garments, I will be made well.”

The Gospel of Mark, Chapter 5

John Dickson

Why is this story particularly significant, in addition to just being a
healing story?

Rebecca McLaughlin

It's a fascinating moment in context in the Gospels because Jesus
has just been asked by a guy who is a synagogue ruler to come
because his daughter is very sick. Jesus is on his way to heal this
little girl when this woman sort of sneaks up on him because she
thinks, oh, if I could just touch the hem of his garment, I'd be
healed.
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Now, it's hard for us sort of culturally to get our minds around her
situation, because not only had she been sick for 12 years, she'd
spent all her money on doctors who hadn't made her better, but
she was also in Jewish terms sort of ceremonial unclean. And she
could have passed on that uncleanness to Jesus by, by touching
him.

So it's actually really kind of shady in, in their cultural terms, what
she did. And Jesus responds immediately. He, he feels the, the
power go out from him. And he stops and he looks around and he
says, uh, who, who touched me? And he says, what are you
talking about? You're in the middle of a crowd.

Everybody's bumbling along next to you. You're getting sort of
rubbed shoulders. What do you mean, who touched you? And
Jesus says, no, no, no, somebody touched me. And he looks
around, looks around, and then the woman comes and she kneels
in front of him and she's trembling with fear. Presumably she's,
she's expecting Jesus to rebuke her for what she's done.

She explains what she's done, and he says, Daughter, your faith
has made you well. She's the only person in the Gospels Jesus
calls daughter. Now, if we think about that, that language, my two
daughters are here with me today, and unlike most people in this
room, they have the right to come up and touch me any time they
like.

Of course she had the right to touch him, she's his, his family. We
have this beautiful validation of this woman who, who had given up
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hope from all other sources, coming to Jesus in desperation, and
being received by him with this familial loving language.

John Dickson

Historian Tom Holland (friend of the pod) wrote in his book
Dominion “Men no more hesitated to use slaves and prostitutes to
relieve themselves of their sexual needs than they did to use the
side of a road as a toilet.”

What do you think Jesus might have said about that?

Rebecca McLaughlin

We have this extraordinary radical ethical teaching from Jesus that
cuts across so many things in the ancient world and so many
things in our world today. And one of the things we see in Jesus
teaching is an absolute call to sexual faithfulness.

In a broader culture where men were not expected to be faithful to
their wives, totally fine to sleep with, with other women, uh,
prostitutes, people they had enslaved, male or female actually.
The New Testament scriptures instead paint a picture where
following Jesus as a man means having sex with at most one
woman.

To whom you're married and to whom you are pouring yourself out
in sacrificial love, like Jesus poured himself out in sacrificial love
for us. I don't think we recognize quite what a move toward justice
and equality this was. Because actually the people who suffer in a
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sort of sexual economy, when Sex is completely sort of
deregulated and, and men can do whatever they, they want to do
are women and children.

And women and children were two categories of people who
Jesus teachings and actions specifically changed and transformed
in terms of their value.

John Dickson

Here’s another interesting ancient reading …

READING 5

“After his death, Jesus rose again and showed the marks of his
punishment and how his hands had been pierced. But who saw
this? A hysterical female, as you say, and perhaps some other one
of those who were deluded by the same sorcery.” Origen, Against
Celsus, Book 2

John Dickson

That’s a quote from the first full-scale defence of Christianity,
written by Origen of Alexandria in the early 3rd century.

Here he’s citing an anti-Christian philosopher named Celsus, who
reckons Christianity falls because it’s based on the testimony of a
“hysterical woman!”
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Rebecca, Christians left themselves open to this charge, didn’t
they - because women are key witnesses not only of the
crucifixion of Jesus but also of the empty tomb?? Tell us about
that!

Rebecca McLaughlin

it's fascinating again in Luke's Gospel, as I mentioned, often when
men and women are contrasted, it doesn't go well for the boys.

And in Luke's gospel, when, when the women come and tell the,
the male apostles that they've seen Jesus. Um, it, Luke tells us
that they thought it was an idle tale and they didn't believe them.
But in, in the terms of the culture of the day, it wasn't completely
unreasonable that the male apostles didn't believe the women,
because as, as Kel said, women were known to be overemotional
and particularly prone to superstition.

Um, and, you know, maybe, maybe, maybe they thought they saw
somebody, but they didn't really. And it's fascinating, in John's
gospel, we see that, actually, it's, it's, it seems that Jesus kind of
quite deliberately chose to first meet with Mary Magdalene and the
other women who'd, who'd come early on that first Sunday
morning to, um, they thought they were going to kind of finish off
the burial process.

They had no idea they're, in fact, going to be the witnesses of
Jesus's resurrection. Peter and the author of John's gospel kind of
run to Jesus tomb when they hear the first report from the women.
So Jesus actually could have quite easily met with Peter or the
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author of John, um, first, but instead he meets with Mary
Magdalene, um, and there are other women, women there as well.

She talks in the plural when she comes back to report on this. And
I kind of love the fact that John leans in to the fact that Mary is
weeping. You know, he talks about the fact that she's crying. She's
crying, she's crying, she's crying. At first she doesn't even
recognize Jesus. She thinks that he's maybe the gardener.

And then he says her most common of all names, Mary. And in
that moment she recognizes who he is.

I think it is very striking that Jesus reveals himself. after
resurrection first, first to, to the women and, and puts that
message into their hands. And it's interesting, you know, later, um,
Kelsus sort of famously laughs at the fact that most of the early
Christians are women. Now he says, Christians seem to be, they
want and are able to convince only the foolish and uneducated,
only women, slaves, and little children.

It wasn't completely true. There were certainly many men who
followed Jesus as well, but actually disproportionately, it seems
like from the very first, there'd been more Christian women than
Christian men. And, and we do see in the Gospels, yeah, this, this
unanimity that women were the first witnesses of the resurrection.

And if you were trying to convince somebody in that time and
place that something completely extraordinary had happened, you
wouldn't have made that detail up.
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John Dickson

There will be some sceptical people in the audience, and listening
to the podcast. They will find it hard to believe that the Christian
Gospel is good news for women. What thoughts can you offer
them?

Rebecca McLaughlin

Jesus's sacrificial, unrelenting love is good news for every single
human being, male or female, old or young, rich or poor, healthy or
sick.

And we see in the Gospels that anyone who comes to Jesus on
their knees recognizes who he is. None of us can come to Jesus
with our pride intact. And actually we see often in the Gospels sort
of self righteous men standing kind of trying to, to judge Jesus,
unable to see who he is. And we see women coming to Jesus
often on their knees, pleading for him to help them.

And he heals them, he receives them, he validates them, he
welcomes them. We have no idea of the impact that that has had
over the last 2, 000 years, because we live down the stream of this
radical teaching and model and example. We don't know how
much it has done for women today, and we don't know how much
we, we lose when we unravel some of the countercultural
teachings that Christianity bought in the first place.

For example, the, the valuing of of little children, and for example,
the, the high value set on sexual faithfulness. Because in an
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economy, in a sexual economy where there are no rules, it is the,
the physically weak who lose out. And actually many women in
the, the Western world today are, are experiencing that in, um,
really painful ways.

But it's fascinating to me how in the Gospels, We see so many
women putting their trust in Jesus, and we often don't know some
of the details about them that we might expect to know. We often
don't know if they were married, we often don't know if they had
children. What matters most is that they recognize Jesus for who
he was, and they put their trust in him.

Often when they run out of all other possibilities, like that woman
who had been bleeding for 12 years, tried everything she needed
to do, spent all her money on the doctors, and then she came to
him. And that is the absolute best thing that can happen to any
woman today, is to recognize who Jesus is, receive his mercy and
forgiveness, and his unrelenting, unconditional, everlasting love.
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